INTERVIEWING THE PATIENT by unknown
anatomy is encumbered. The author is obviously aware of the reader at all times, inter-
rupting the text with recall questions, aide-memoires (even mnemonics) humour, analogies
and occasional etymological explanations. Clinical considerations are frequently mentioned,
the usual tedious and verbose descriptions of relat-ions skilfully avoided and functions
emphasised in a logical manner. Advice is given even on the construction of a model larynx!
While the text relies heavily on the accompanying diagrams, Dr. Paff realises that anatomy
cannot be learned from books alone. The reader is frequently referred to the examination
of a skull, to self-examination or to a presumably available dissection. Purists wi.ll argue
over some of the details, e.g. the use of pterygo-mandibular "ligament" and "raphe" inter-
changeably, and gram-merians might wonder at the choice of adjectives in the advice that
it would be a "pious idea" to refer to a skull. However, the same purists will delight in the
frequent use of eponyms.
The overall result of the author's fresh approach is a very readable and easily remembered
text. The diagrams which complement it are plentiful and generally well drawn. It is
unfortunate that the first two are rather inferior, giving an initially poor impression, and
that fig. 35 requires a headstand to understand its orientation. Greater use of figure titles
and orientation would facilitate the reader, though mention must be made of the large
and often excellent diagrams which help to make the chapters on the eye and ear among
the best in the book.
Dr. Paff's refreshing style make the omissions mentioned doubly unfortunate, but post-
graduate students may, nevertheless, welcome the valuable tuition offered. Naturally it is to
be hoped that in future editions the author will extend his coverage, where his obvious
teaching expertise and his enthusiasm for his subject would be welcomed.
A $.uccessful teacher does not always make a successful author (or vice versa) but, on the
whole, Dr. Paff has succeeded in making the conversion to add a promising newcomer to
text books on head and neck anatomy.
P.D.A.O.
INTERVIEWING THE PATIENT. By G. L. Engel and W. L. Morgan. (Pp. 148.
Illustrated. £1.50). London: W. B. Saunders, 1973.
THIS short book is an admirable attempt to improve a poorly practised art-,that of history
taking. It sets out clearly and concisely the means of creating an effective relationship
between the student and the patient-a relationship which should not only provide cl,inically
relevant information but also be of therapeutic value.
There are three sections in the book. The first is an almost philosophic discussion of the
student's role in relation to the patient, the patient's visitors and the medical staff. Some
of the factors which will influence his attitude to the patient, e.g. his insecurity in his new
role, his lack of experience and his own personal psychological problems, are described.
In this chapter may physicians will be ineminded of their first hesitant involvement with sick
people.
The second section deals with the conoepts underlying the diagnostic process. It is written
in general terms and certainly for the introductory studen.t is of less practical value than the
rest of the book.
The third section is outstanding. It describes in detail how the interview should be
conducted and proviides a reference framework which with appropriate modifications is
applicable to most clinical situations.
History taking is probably the least well taught part of the medical curriculum largely
because most teaching groups are too large, thus creating a difficulty in involving all the
students in the history taking process. It also receives much less emphasis throughout the
medical course than teaching on physical examination, diagnosis and treatment. It may be
that the situation could be improved by providing video-recording facilities which would
84allow student/patient interviews to be taped for later play-back so that individual student
performances could be monitored.
However in the meantime, students and dootors could do no better than read this book.
If I have a reservation about it, it is that it preaches a counsel of perfection in enjoining
us to spend upwards of an hour in history taking with each patient. While th-is has great
value for the student it is doubtful if many practising doctors have the time to afford
themselves this luxury.
J.J.c.
THE MANAGEMENT OF COMMON SKIN DISE-ASES. By C. P. A. Dupont.
(Pp. 86. £1.25). London: Henry Kimpton, 1973.
THIS little paperback concems itself exclusively with management and treatment. There is
no discussion of any kind on diagnosis, causation, etc. It is written with short, staccato
statements and might be useful for a family doctor presented at a busy surgery wi,th a skin
problem where the diagnosis is known but he is uncertain about treatment.
There are no photographs nor references. Because of the absence of discussion of diag-
nosis, etc. the book canno,t be recommended to medical students.
J.M.B.
CARDIOLOGY. By D. G. Julian, M.A., M.D., F.R.C.P.(Ed.), F.R.C.P.,
F.R.A.C.P. Second Edition. (Pp. ix + 341; Figs. 112. £2.20). London:
Bailli'ere Tinldall.
ONE of a series of 'Concise Medical Textbooks', this book is intended primarily for students
but also as a handbook for physicians and nurses. The whole field of cardiology is covered
with clarity and brevity, yet for the interested student there is a surprising amount of
relevant detail. A multitude of diagrams illustrate the text and often throw into sharp con-
trast items which might otherwise be difficult to distinguish.
Worth special mention is a chapter devoted to radiology of the heart and cardiac investi-
gation where the techniques, risks and rationale for the procedures are well presented,
excessive detail being, as elsewhere, avoided. The chapter on congenital heart disease
includes a section on neonatal cardiology, a topic of increasing importance.
The reader may justifiably criticise the section dealing with acute myocardial infarction.
Patients dying soon after the onset of the attack are written off as unsalvageable and, ins
sufficient emphasis is given to the importance of autonomic disturbances and their correction
in the pre-hospital phase. An important flaw elsewhere in the book is that the suggested
dose of one preparation of Quinidine is only one half of that conventionally used.
This is, by and large, an excellen.t and common-sense book which will be of considerable
value to those for whom it is intended.
J.S.G.
FUNDAMENTALS OF CHEMOTHERAPY. By William B. Pratt. (Pp. xiii +
332. £3.00). London: Oxford Medical Publications, 1973.
THIS text "is meant primarily for medical students and graduate students taking a pharma-
cology course. It is also meant for physicians ........ ............... ............ who would like to have a
brief and up4to-date reference on chemotherapy." Let me warn the potential readers that
the students of pharmacology in New Haven, Connecticut must be well grounded in
biochemistry and molecular biology. The text describes in technical detail the ways in which
the various antibiotics and chemotherapeutic agents interfere with both ,the invading and
the host cell. It contains a great deal of fascinating information. Brief references to the
clinical use of the drugs are included and these often consist of tables reproduced from
t,he "Medacal Letter" (the American precursor of the Drugs and Therapeutics Bulletin). The
clinical com-ments are so brief that although they may be appropriate to the American
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